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Father and son wakeboarding record attempts at Thorpe Lakes 
raise money for multiple sclerosis charity 
 
A father and son team from Hersham, Surrey is attempting to break the UK and 
world non-stop wakeboarding records and fundraise for UK charity, Overcoming 
Multiple Sclerosis (OMS). 
 
David, 57 and Harrison Woodward, age 24 will make the attempts on Monday 29 
April 2019 at Thorpe Lakes Cable Park, Chertsey starting at just before 10am. 
 
The challenge is to ride wakeboards non-stop for as long as possible. The current 
UK record is 7 hours, 4 minutes and 27 seconds, the Guinness World Record is 10 
hours and 5 seconds. If all goes according to plan, the British record will be 
broken around 5pm, and if achieved, the world record will be broken at around 
8pm. 
 
David and Harry wanted to challenge themselves as the cause is personal. Ginny, 
David’s wife and Harry’s mum was diagnosed with MS in 2009, this came out of 
the blue with no prior symptoms. From a slight weakness in taking a step, to total 
loss of power and feeling in her right leg within just 10 days. 
 
This was a frightening experience, however Ginny did recover from this episode 
within a couple of months. Then an unrelated operation in 2013 which went 
horribly wrong triggered the MS symptoms once more, the symptoms are 
ongoing. 
 
David said, “At this point one looks for information, but also hope, optimism and 
support. We found 'Overcoming MS' in 2015, they offered this and so much more. 
People living with MS can face challenges every day and regularly have to push 
themselves to the limit of their abilities. We therefore thought this challenge of 
endurance was fitting. It is a tribute to the inner strength of everyone living with 
MS.” 
 
Ginny has found the advice and support available from UK charity 
OvercomingMS invaluable. The charity advocates a positive lifestyle programme 
that aims to help people with MS live long, healthy lives.  
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David added, “OMS has delivered experiences, information and encouragement 
that we're very grateful for. We feel that OMS gives us the tools to create a better 
future, with the approach of 'whatever it takes' to ensure the best outcome.” 
 
David and Harry together hope to fundraise over £2,500 for OMS and have set 
up a joint JustGiving page here.  Monies raised will enable OMS to continue to 
help people with MS and their families, including providing a free book service. 
 
David and Harry have been riding at Thorpe Lakes for over 15 years and training 
over the winter on the full-size four corner cable. On April 29th, they’ll ride at the 
same time, on opposite sides of the cable. 
 
The record attempts will be filmed from various locations as documentary proof 
and GPS will record speed, location and time for each rider. The riders will have a 
comms system to talk to each other and the shore while riding. 
 
ENDS 
 
More information 
 
Current British wakeboarding record - 7 hours 4m 27s 
Current Guinness World wakeboarding Record - 10 hours and 5 seconds 
Rules:  

● No breaks 
● No food or drink from others 
● No handle between legs 
● No leaning on handle 

 
Venue: Thorpe Lakes, Thorpe Road, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 8PH 
 
Times: Starting at around 1000, the British record will be broken at 1700 and if reached the World 
Record around 2000. 
 
About OMS 
 
Overcoming MS (OMS) educates, supports and empowers people with MS in evidence-based 
lifestyle and medication choices that improve health outcomes. 
 
Press contact: Rachel Turner, OMS, 07985 805805, rachel@overcomingms.org   
PHOTOS AVAILABLE 
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